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Preface
Recently, a notable feature of Western studies of Soviet history of the 1920s and 1930s has been the controversy aroused by the work of a younger generation of social historians. Their conceptual approach eschewed the conventional wisdom of concentrating on leading personalities and 'high polities' and offered fresh insights and a more profound understanding of the events of this period by examining the interaction and influence of political pressures and movements 'from below', at the grassroots of Soviet society, on the determination and implementation of Stalin's 'revolution from above'. I considered that this methodological framework could be usefully applied to the era immediately preceding Stalin's revolution of the 1930s: the period of the New Economic Policy (NEP) in the 1920s. I have embarked upon a study of one region: Siberia. My goal is to stimulate further debate on the impact of NEP at the grassroots and to explain better why Stalin and the majority of the central party leadership decided to abandon it in early 1928 and return to a more ideologically rigid policy of collectivisation and rapid industrialisation. The sources I have relied upon are primarily Siberian party publications (stenographic records of plenums, annual reports, journals) and statistical investigations of the countryside of the period, previously unused in the West. Although this inevitably raises the problem of bias, I believe that the Bolshevik party until 1928 was still one in which differing viewpoints and perspectives could be expressed openly and this is reflected in the sources. I have chosen to rely on details provided by modern Siberian historians, as, having had the opportunity of frequently crosschecking many of their references, I can testify to their general reliability in this respect, though clearly their interpretations suffer from the ideological constraints under which they operate.
The preparation of this book owes a debt of gratitude to numerous www.cambridge.org © in this web service Cambridge University Press The book is a much revised version of my doctoral dissertation, and all opinions expressed here are my own, as is the responsibility for any errors. Finally a special thanks to my sister Collette Steele who typed numerous drafts of the manuscript, and to my wife Julia, without whose partnership and assistance this work would not have been accomplished.
Note on transliteration and dates; weights and measures
Library of Congress practice on the transliteration of Russian has been followed, except for names of persons and places in the text which have a widely accepted English form.
Soviet practice has been adhered to in the use of dates: 1927-8 refers to the calendar year; 1927/8 refers to the agricultural year 1 July-30 June, and the economic year 1 October-30 September.
Equivalent weights and measures
1 desiatin = 1.09 hectares = 2.70 acres 1 hectare = 2.47 acres 1 pud = 16.38 kilogrammes = 36.11 lb 1 ton = 61.05 puds 7p
